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FLOOR DEBATE

LB 4 6 1 , 54 8Apri l 14 , 20 0 3

CLERK:
LB 4 6 1 .

SENATOR CUDABACK: LB 461 does advance. (Visitors i ntroduced.)
Mr. C l e r k .

CLERK: LB 548 , by Se nator Aguilar. (Read title.) The bill
was in t r o d uced on J a nuary 2 1 of t hi s year , r e f er r ed t o t he
Government , Mi l i t a r y a nd Ve t e r a n s A f f a i r s Com n i t t e e , a dv a n c e d t o
General Pile. At this time I have no amendments to the bill.

SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you , Mr . Cl erk. Senat or Aguilar,
you' re recognized to open on advancement of I B 548.

SENATOR AGUILAR: Thank you, Mr. President and m embers. This
b i l l wa s b r o ug h t t o me b y t h e Se c r e t a r y o f St a t e ' s Of f i c e ,
because the genesis of the bill was. . . arose from a situation in
Hall County. The situation involved an election worker that was
told they would have to take a day of vacation or personal time
in order to work the e lection. Cu rre n t state l aw p ro vides
protection fo r po ll w or kers from coe rcion, d ischarge f rom
employment, loss of pay, loss of overtime pay, loss of s ick
leave, loss of vacation time, the threat of any such action or
any form of penalty because of their absence from employment to
work as an election worker. The statute specifically identifies
judges, clerks, and district inspectors who work at the polls on
election days. Be cau s e my constituent didn't fit into these
categories, the protection guaranteed by law was threatened.
The bill ex pands this pro tection to explicitly cover general
election workers. Elec tions are the basis o f our democracy.
You and I know how ex tremely i m portant t hey ar e , and how
d ifficult i t can be in toda y 's soc iety to be an acti v e
participant. Le t 's ex t end th i s p ro tection to all election
workers. I ask for your support of LB 548. Thank you.

SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you, Senator Aguilar. Yo u' ve heard the
opening on advancement of LB 548 to E & R Initial. Open for
discussion on that motion. Seeing n o lights on, Senator
Aguilar, did you wish to close'? He waives the opportunity to
close on advancement. The question before the body is, shall

25 ayes, 7 nays, Mr. President, on the advancement of
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